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Abstract

Transport security and safety has attracted global attention in recent times. Safety occupies a central theme in public
transport. It affects consideration for the travel pattern and level of patronage in public transport. Globally, crime has
become a social problem across towns and cities particularly along major bus-stops, transport routes, and other public places
along public transit. Categories of crimes in public transport that have been identified in the literature include: kidnapping,
harassments, murder, assaults, rape, pick pocketing, armed robbery, assault and battery. There has been uncontrolled
increase in incidence of crime and insecurity in public transit worldwide, particularly in developing countries, including
Nigeria. In most cities, the risk to lives and properties are becoming regular features on transport routes and terminals. In
many countries in both developed and developing areas of the world, many travelers have been victims of transit crime.
Available studies in recent times have shown that uncontrolled increasing in frequency, dimension and advancement in
crime is a growing challenge across the world. The paper is an overview of insecurity in public transport with a view to find
out what information already exist on crime and insecurity in public transport, discusses conceptual and theoretical issues,
identify methodological and research technique approaches, and conclusions.

Keywords: Insecurity, Crime, Public Transport, Transit, World.

Overview of Crime and Insecurity in Public of security in public transit influence the patronage
Transport levels when traveling and waiting at transits stop bus
stations. Ekblom (2011), Weisburd et al (2012) and
Armitage & Joyce (2017) argued that surveillance in
relation to ability to observe what is happening
through the use of closed circuit television (CCTV)
and security guards influence crime and the
perceptions of safety. Clifton (2009) and Odufuwa
(2011) revealed that socio-economic deprivations
contribute to the criminal activities on public
transport system in developing countries. The studies
further revealed that the more secure the public
transport system, the more spatial interactions or
patronage experienced. Among public places, transit
environments (bus stops, train stations and the way/
to from them) constitute fertile settings for crime
(Abenozaetal 2018; Ceccato and Paz, 2017).

Crime and Insecurity in public transport

Public transport security is arguably one of the most
important factors that influence a lot of decisions
about travel behaviour. This is because in many
countries in both developed and developing areas of
the world, many travelers have been victims of transit
crime (Block and Block, 2000; Gwillian, 2003;
Alemika and Chukwuma, 2005; Ajayi and Ajayi,
2014; Odufuwa, 2011; 2012; Breetzke and Cohn
2012; Asiyanbola and Ayeolowo, 2019; Ceccato and
Loukaitou-Sideris.2020). Numerous studies have
been conducted in understanding factors influencing
travel pattern and safety in public transit. Dragu et al
(2013) argued that crime and fear of crime influence
the quality of public transport. Delbosc and Currie
(2011) and Crime Concern (2004) posit that the level Natarajan, (2016) investigated sexual harassment
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against female students in transit environment. He
argued that in order to better succeed at preventing
sexual violence in transit environments, the evidence
is needed about its prevalence by type and the
situational conditions under which it occurs.
According to him, sexual violence against female
students is a day-to-day reality (Natarajan, 2016),
especially in environments where the activity spaces
of victims and perpetrators converge (Brantingham
& Brantingham, 1995; Felson & Eckert, 2017) such
as stations and bus stops (Ceccato, 2014). Therefore,
sexual violence is expected to occur where such a
behavior is imbedded in the place's morality
(Wikstr€om & Treiber, 2017), often in socially
disorganized ecological contexts, characterized by
poor social control (Shaw & McKay, 1942; Wilson &
Kelling, 1982) interacting with particular situational
conditions familiar to young people (Ceccato, 2014;
Ceccato et al., 2018; Maimon & Browning, 2012).
Train stations and bus stops are places where people
converge at particular times of the day. This rhythmic
pattern of movement and convergence in
transportation nodes is crucial for crime to occur.

Cozens (2014) found out that there is an interplay of
the prevailing land-use and its effects on crime in
public transit. The study identified that there are
some prevailing land-use that increase vulnerability
to crime in mass transit in relation to hotels, retail
shops, seedy inns, vacant lots/buildings, and cash
converters/pawn shops. In the same vein, Newton
(2008) associated the incidence of crime and bus-
stops. According to Felson and Boba (2010) different
interplay of the prevailing land-use increase
incidence of crime in public transit. Loukaitou-
Sideris et al. (2001) revealed that there is a
relationship between incidence of crime along transit
stops and crime at transit stops is generally higher
when the crime rate in the areas in which the stops are
situated is high. It has been observed that public
routes in relation to footpaths, parking facilities, and
unsupervised transit areas; recreational settings in
relation to bars and parks; public transport such as
bus-stops, transport corridors and other adjoining
locations; retail stores, health care centres and
clusters of industries among others are potential
location of crime generators, crime attractors
(Brantingham and Brantingham, 2008), crime
detractors (Kinney et al., 2008), crime facilitators
(Clarke and Eck, 2005), and crime precipitators
(Wortley, 2008). Meanwhile Asiyanbola and
Ayeolowo (2019) investigated the state and severity
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of crime, crime prevention and control measures
among residents of Olodi in Apapa Local
Government Area in Lagos State. The findings
revealed that theft and stealing were the most
prevailing crime, especially among male adult
persons. The study further showed that crime is more
prevalent during dry season, Christmas and poses
significant threats to life, property and insecurity.
More so that uncontrolled population growth due to
inadequate effective population control and
unemployment serve as the contributory factor
responsible for the increasing spate of crime and
insecurity. The study provided better understanding
on the influence of major land-use on crime
prevalence. Ajayi and Ajayi (2014) also examined the
trend analysis of crime incidences and crime
vulnerability differentials on urban transport
facilities in Ibadan, Nigeria. The study found out that
females were more vulnerable to victims and time of
the travel influenced the level of security of the
passengers.

According to Otu (2017), the uncontrolled activities
of touts known as “Agberos” at the major bus-stops
in Nigerian transport system has brought about
physical assaults and harassment of customers in
their bid to compete for passengers. Ceccato & Paz
(2017) found out that the interplay of high densities
of passengers in relation to overcrowding in public
transit creates fertile ground for sexual harassment
and other forms of abuse.

Categories and risks of crimes in public transport

Categories of crimes in public transport that have
been identified in the literature include: kidnapping,
harassments, murder, assaults, rape, pick pocketing,
armed robbery, assault and battery. In cities across
developing societies, the risk to lives and properties
are becoming regular features on transport routes
and terminals. Routine trips using public transit
infrastructure can result in being mugged, robbed, or
kidnapped (Ajayi and Ajayi, 2014). Harassments,
murder, assaults, injuries, as well as loss of lives and
properties, among other risks, are also identified by
Odufuwa (2012) as being the persistently
experienced transit crimes. Uittenbogaard (2014)
examines the incidence of crime in underground
stations in Stockholm, Sweden. The study found that
there were temporal dimensions to the occurrence of
crime by type: theft was most common in the
afternoon, vandalism in the evening, and violence at
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night. Furthermore, frequency of crime occurrence
seems to be closely related with routine activities of
individuals.

Olojede (2019) assesses transit crimes in Osogbo,
Nigeria. 450 questionnaires were administered to
450 respondents. The study found that pick
pocketing, armed robbery, and assault and battery
were among common transit crimes in Osogbo, and
that transit crime vulnerability varied by mode. The
major contributory factors responsible for incidence
of crime in public transit were poor policing,
economic hardship, poor street system and the
absence of CCTV. The study provided better
understanding to the nature, and pattern of crime in
public transit and factors influencing crime in mass
transit.

Effects of insecurity in public transport

The effects of insecurity in public transport as stated
by Gwillian (2003) revealed that most cities in the
developing countries have high incidence of
transport related injuries, this can be classified into
safety problem (accidents) and the security problem
(criminal behavior). As a result of these problems,
close to 1 million people are killed per year in road
accidents, of which about 85% are in the developing
and transitional economies and half in urban areas.
The study further revealed that, in addition, between
25 and 35 million people are injured in road accidents
world-wide, of which up to 75% are in urban areas.
However, the quantification of the security problem
is less well quantified or recognized which is more
prevalence with pedestrians and cyclists, as well as
people in cars and public transport vehicles
(Gwillian, 2003). More often the acts of personal
violence or harassment especially sexual harassment
in public transport vehicles do not get recorded. The
prevalence of such is demonstrated by social surveys
in Latin America (Gomez 2000, World Bank, 2002).

Also observed by Wojuade and Badiora (2017),
crime in Nigeria has changed from normal crime
along transport corridors and routes to the recent
incidences of kidnapping and terrorism. The study
further revealed that on April 4, 2014, an early
morning explosion that frayed through the Nyanya
transit park in the outskirts of the Nigerian capital,
Abuja, killed at least 71 people and injured 124 as
hundreds of commuters travelled to work. The
explosion destroyed 16 high-capacity buses and 24
minibuses, many of which were loaded with
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passengers. In August 22, 2015, a suicide bomber
killed 5 and wounded 41 people in an attack at the
crowded entrance to a bus station in Damaturu;
capital city of Yobe State in northeast Nigeria. On
June 6, 2017, 3 passengers were abducted from
Lagos-Benin commercial bus at Benin City by-pass
near Oluku station in Benin City. Furthermore, on
7th of August 2017, gunmen abducted 15 passengers
in Rivers State when they hijacked a Lagos-bound
commercial bus. The incident occurred around
Elibrada community bus terminal along the east-
west road in Emohua Local Council Area. These and
many more are cases of heinous crime that may
affect the quality and perception of public
transportation system in Nigeria (Wojuade and
Badiora, 2017). In the same vein, Lagos city has
experienced incidence of transport crisis, violence,
and crime in some public transport routes and bus-
stops (Alemika and Chukwuma, 2005; Fadare and
Oduwaye, 2009). Researchers have demonstrated
consistently that crime and fear of crime can affect
the quality of public transport (Dragu etal, 2013) and
levels of public transport patronage (Cozens et al.
2004; Delbosc and Currie 2012). Gender-sensitivity
in mass transit safety is a growing concern. In
addressing the gender-sensitivity in mass transit,
Gekoski et al. (2015) posited that numerous
developed countries such as the UK, Japan, and
countries of the European Union have put in place
robust public transport safety measures for providing
security to their citizenry. In contrast, most
developing countries has witnessed poor safety
measures in mass transit and passengers; women
adopted their own strategies, such as changing their
dressing code and taking precautionary measures to
avoid sexual crime victimization while using public
transit. As observed in the literature, if the present
diminishing quality of public transport service, poor
transport infrastructure, land use planning and
design of bus stops continues unabated and uncheck
mated; crime incidents will continue to seriously
threaten the patronage and sustainability of public
transport in most developing countries, particularly
Nigeria (Odufuwa, 2011).

A Review of Conceptual Issues
Static and non-static crime

Crime is broadly categorized into static and non-
static in relation to where and when the crime event
actually occurred. The concept of static crime event
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was provided by Newton (2004) to refer to static
crime occurring at an exact place, that can
theoretically be pin pointed to a specific location (x,y
co-ordinate). An example of this would be assault at
a bus stop or train station. The second possible
scenario, however, implies the crime to be moving
and this can be described as a non-static crime event.
When a crime occurs on a moving mode of transport
(bus, tram, or train for example) it is difficult to pin
point the exact location where the crime event
occurred, as the crime happened on a moving vehicle
(Newton, 2004). Newton (2004) further argued that
non-static crime events may have more than a single
location, and have a start point (the place the crime
started) and an end point (when the crime finished).
These two locations may be different, even if the
crime event only lasted for a short duration (for
example over a thirty-second-time frame). An
example of this may be an assault that occurs on a
moving vehicle. It is acknowledged that in certain
circumstances the distinction between static and non-
static crime events is less clear. It could be contended
that the walking environment implies movement and
therefore should be viewed as non-static. When a
crime event occurs in the walking environment,
however, it is likely that the target is stationary at the
time of the crime event, or movement is over a very
short distance, perhaps a few meter, and this location
can be recorded as static (x,y location). The speed of
travel here is an important factor, as over the same
time period that the pedestrian moves a few feet, a bus
or train may move several hundred meters.

Additionally, when a moving vehicle is stationary
(perhaps at nights or at a stop), it could be argued that
this is static. Whether a crime here is recorded as
static or non-static would depend on a number of
factors. These include; where the crime happened
(did the crime happen only when the vehicle was
stationary, or include some movement of the vehicle
before and or after the stop); the duration of the
crime; the speed of movement; the distance travelled;
and whether the event can be recorded at an exact
location (x,y co-ordinate) or between two points and
times (Newton, 2004a).

Transport nodes

According to Ceccato (2009), transport nodes can be
defined as roads and those places along the road
where people come together to embark or disembark
on transportation in order to reach a new destination.
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Transport nodes therefore exist not only off a stop or
station but also in the immediate surrounding
environment. Transport nodes can be bus stops, rail
stations or larger structures where several
transportation modes come together, such as a
central station (Ceccato, 2009). According to
Newton (2004) transport node refers to roads and bus
stations along the roads that are vulnerable to public
transit. Crime in public transport covers a wide range
of offences that could occur in at least three different
types of situation, namely: walking to, from or
between transport facilities or stops (walking from
departure point e.g. home to a taxi rank or back; from
a taxi stop to a bus station; from a train station to
destination point e.g. workplace or back); waiting at
boarding points and facilities (e.g. taxi/bus stops,
train/bus stations, modal interchanges etc.) and
travelling on board a mode of transport such as a bus,
train or taxi (Newton, 2004). The targets of crime
also vary and could include crime itself (vandalism
and fare evasion), employees (assaults on ticket
collectors) and passengers (pick-pocketing, assault)
(Smith & Clarke, 2000).

Routine activity theory

Cohen and Felson (1979) developed the Routine
Activity (RA) theory to explain why crimes occur.
Routine activity suggests that each successful crime
has at least one motivated offender and at least one
personal or property target and requires the absence
of an effective guardian capable of preventing its
occurrence (Breetzke and Cohn, 2012). The idea as
originally conceptualized, addresses how the
movement of motivated offenders throughout a city
shapes spatial patterns of crime, when this
movement overlaps with places where suitable
targets or victims congregate and where there is no
person or entity to properly guard the target. Targets
of crime can be a person or an object, whose position
in space or time puts it more at risk of criminal
attacks. Interestingly, capable guardians are normally
not police officers but rather anybody or device
whose presence or proximity would either prevent or
discourage a crime from happening. Although police
do fall into the category of guardian, normal citizens
or devices more frequently play the role. Therefore,
passers-by, visibility, lighting, security camera among
others would tend to serve as guardian by being
present.

Routine Activity theory states that for a criminal
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event to occur there must be a convergence in time
and space of three factors. These are (a) the presence
of a motivated offender, (b) the absence of a capable
guardian, and (c) the presence of a suitable target
(person or object). Whether or not these elements
converge or coincide is a product of the routine
activities (day-to-day movements) of potential
targets and offenders. As argued by Le Beau (2002)
public transport journeys may encompass part of the
routine activities of offenders, suitable targets (staff,
passengers and facilities), and capable guardians (for
example, police officers, security staff, CCTV
cameras, or members of the public). This is
particularly true when considering the whole journey
approach to public transport, from destination point
to end point (door to door). It is possible that the
availability or lack of public transport may actually
influence a person's routine activities. The use of
public transport may also be shaped by obligatory
(that an individual must undertake) and
discretionary (that a person chooses to undertake)
routine activities (Le Beau, 2002).

Routine activity theory can be used to explain why
certain environments (such as bus stations) give rise
to criminal behavior. A bus station brings together
large amounts of people simultaneously. This group
of people can be composed in a couple of different
ways. First, the group could be composed of all
suitable targets. These targets are transported to
transit stop where offenders can victimize them
(Newton, 2004). The author further argued that
secondly, the group of travelers can be composed of
both suitable targets and potential offenders. This
development is most likely the veracity at peak times
for transit use, when the traveler population is at its
highest. Although, it is absolutely true that capable
guardians are present within these groups identified
above, it can be argued however that at least one of
potential victim and offender is always present, but a
guardian need not be. Capable guardians do exist,
nonetheless. However, this group of travelers will
disperse eventually. The commuters do not all share
the same destination. Due to this fact, the capable
guardians amongst the commuters get filtered out.
As the group separates the probability that capable
guardians would hinder crime shrinks, simply
because of their decreased presence (Newton, 2004).

According to Felson and Boba (2010), different types
of settings generate large amounts of crime. The
riskiest settings according to them include public
routes (especially footpaths, parking facilities, and
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unsupervised transit areas), recreational settings
(especially bars and parks), public transport
(especially stations and their vicinities), retail stores
(especially for shoplifting), educational settings
(especially at their edges), offices (especially when
entered for theft), human support services (especially
hospitals with 24-hour activities), and industrial
locations (especially warehouses with “attractive”
goods). This relates to the routine activities of the
area and the potential location of crime generators,
crime attractors (Brantingham and Brantingham
2008), crime detractors (Kinney et al. 2008), crime
facilitators (Clarke and Eck 2005), and crime
precipitators (Wortley 2008).

As revealed by Brantingham and Brantingham
(2008), crime generators are activity nodes that pull
masses of people toward them, who don't necessarily
have any predetermined motivations to offend, but
they act on criminal opportunities if they become
evident. Crime attractors are activity nodes with
well-known opportunities for crime that can entice
motivated offenders. Crime detractors are locations
that have few attractions and can push people away.
This can then encourage use by potential offenders
(Kinney et al., 2008). Crime facilitators according to
Clarke and Eck (2005) are things that foster the
capability of offenders in circumventing existing
crime prevention measures. They can be physical
(e.g. firearms), social (e.g. gangs and organized
criminal networks), or chemical (e.g. alcohol/drugs).
Crime precipitators are things in the immediate
environment that actively encourage individuals to
commit crimes who would not normally consider
offending (Wortley, 2008).

Social disorganization theory

Social disorganization theory focuses on place of
crime occurrence and tries to explain why some
places experience high levels of crime while others do
not. Shaw and McKay (1942) described the
characteristics of a socially disorganized place as
including: high human activities, high population
density, population mobility or transient people
(people constantly moving in and out of the place),
poverty, and the physical decay/poor maintenance
of the buildings in the place. As an area begins to
decay, it is thought that crime rates will rise due to the
lack of social control. The thrust of social
disorganization therefore is that there are ecological
factors that are responsible for high rates of crime in
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different places, and these factors are linked to
constantly elevated levels of deteriorating
infrastructures.

The theory has been used to explain transport crime
in many ways. First, transit stops usually correlate
with high human activity (Ajayi and Ajayi, 2014). As
well, these areas also correlate with high crime
activity (Ajayi and Ajayi, 2014). Literature suggests
that the presence of a transit station often affects the
relative danger in the immediate area (Block and
Block, 2000). This suggests that transit stations and
stops serve as behavior settings conducive to criminal
activity. Brantingham and Brantingham (1993)
describe a behavior setting as a location where
desired behavior may be carried out. For example, an
empty household may be a behavior setting for a
person seeking to commit burglary. A department
store may be a behavior setting for a teenager who
desires to steal a new outfit. Similarly, the area
around transit stops may serve as a behavior setting
for individuals looking to commit robbery, due to the
routine activities of the transit riders, others in the
area, and the environment itself. Simply put, areas
with high rates of public transportation usage find
more transient people in public places, thereby
increasing the opportunity for a crime to occur (Cao
and Maume, 1993).

Crime pattern theory

Crime Pattern Theory argues that crime is an event
that occurs when an individual with some criminal
readiness level encounters a suitable target in a
situation sufficient to activate that readiness potential
(Brantingham and Brantingham, 1993). This
approach to understanding crime contends that
crimes are patterned, but these patterns are only
discernible when crimes are viewed as etiologically
complex, occurring within and as a result of a
multifaceted environment (Eck and Weisburd 1995).
Crime is best viewed as an action that occurs within a
situation at a site on a changeable backcloth. This
environmental backcloth includes social, cultural,
legal, temporal, spatial, and physical infrastructure
characteristics (Brantingham and Brantingham,
1993). When broken down the model described
above is complex because the backcloth, site,
situation, an individual's criminal readiness and the
distribution of targets are all required to be examined
coincidentally with each other in order to explain
individual crime events. The three principal
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components of Crime Pattern Theory are nodes,
paths and edges (Brantingham and Brantingham,
1981) and these appear to be particularly transferable
to the public transport arena (Felson et al., 1996).

The idea of personal activity nodes closely resembles
routine activities, and refers to a number of behaviour
settings (slices of time and place where certain
activity occurs) that alters with time. These nodes are
linked by paths, which represent journeys between
different activity nodes. Edges define the boundaries
around nodes and paths. Certain crimes may occur at
these edges, where people who are not familiar with
each other meet (for example, racist attacks and
robberies). Public transport journeys may represent
such paths, and facilitate the movement of persons
between some of the activity nodes. These paths on
the public transport system are separated by edges,
defining by the outer extents of the system, and
regulated by the various inputs and outputs to the
system (stops, stations and interchanges).

A final concept that has been previously applied to
public transport systems is the idea of crime
generators and crime attractors (Brantingham and
Brantingham, 1995). The authors suggest that public
transport stations may be crime generators, crime
attractors or fear generators. Transport stations
contain a number of people congregated together
and this may produce the opportunity for a crime to
occur (a crime generator). At certain times of the day
these crowds and the characteristics they exhibit (for
example, commuters during rush hour) may produce
suitable conditions for a particular type of crime (for
example, attract offenders who believe there is
opportunity to pick-pocket), and hence stations may
act as a crime attractor. Fear of crime can be
generated in number of ways, especially if the
environment appears unclean, uncared for, not well
lit or poorly supervised (the Broken Windows
Theory, after Wilson and Kelling, 1982).

This discussion suggests that all these theories could
be used to explain crime on public transport. From
this a number of potential directions for future
research can be identified. One avenue for
exploration is to examine whether public transport
systems act as crime generators or crime attractors, or
both (Brantingham and Brantingham, 1993; 1995).
Crime Pattern Theory, which focuses on the public
transport arena, talks about nodes, paths, edges,
crime generators and crime attractors as key in
explaining the complex interaction of settings
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involving the structures of public transport system.
Brantingham and Brantingham (1993) examined
static crime events on PTS and found that public
transit may be either crime generators, crime
attractors or just fear generators. Otu (2017) argued
that public transport operations in metropolitan
Lagos involve all key elements of Crime Pattern

Insecurity in Public Transport: A Growing World Concern

Theory of both the offenders and the victims:
suitable targets (for example, staff, passengers,
presence of large liquidity and valuable property),
motivated offenders (for example, unemployed
youths, area boys, loiters, touts 'agberos'), and the
absence of capable guardians, for example, police
officers, security staff, CCTV cameras. In the same

Table 1: Methodological and research approaches by some authors

Author(s)’ Name

Article title

Method of study

Ceccatto, V., Linda,L.F., Per,
N. (2021)

Young people’s victimization
and safety perceptions along the
trip

Minimum of 300 students,
comprise 150 male and 150
female

Ceccato, V., Loukaitou -Sideris,
A. (2020)

Transit crime and sexual
violence in cities: international
evidence and prevention

1122 Young people were
sampled along bus stops and
stations.

Asiyanbola R.A. and Ayeolowo
S.D. (2019)

Urban Crime and Insecurity: A
study of Olodi  Apapa Local
Government Area, Lagos,
Nigeria.

Both primary and secondary
data sources were used.
Purposive sampling technique
was used to administer 120
questionnaires. Secondary data
used in the study include
records of different types of
crimes from 2014 to 2018 which
were obtained from the Nigerian
Police MSD Section, Oduduwa,
Ikeja, Lagos.

Olorunfemi, A. O

The Hell-bound bandwagon:
train roofing riding in Lagos
metropolis

Purposive sampling of 64 and
183 of rooftop riders and law-
abiding passengers were
captured respectively.

T. Kruger and k. Landman
(1996)

Crime and public transport:
designing a safer journey

Purposively studied students
passengers at various bus stops
and transport nodes

Le Vigne, (2006)

Public transport safety

Purposive interview of public
transport users at bus stops

Smith and Clarke (2000)

Fear of crime and challenges of
creating safer space

Purposive crime data collection
from students at various
transport nodes along the city

Gekoski, et al (2015)

Sexual harassment and sexual
offences on public transport

Crime data were collected from
students’ passengers at bus
stops, train stations and Trams

Loukaitou-sideris., et al (2001)

Crime on public transport

Collected crime data at high
crime bus stops.

Brantinghan and Brantinghan
(1991)

Crime prevention in public
space

Clustered techniques at
transport nodes

Vania, c., et al (2020)

Sexual violence on the move:
assessment of youth’s
victimization on public
transportation

An invitation to fill online
questionnaire was emailed to
students at the university
campus

Andrew D. Newton (2004)

Crime on public transport: static
and non-static(moving) crime
event

Clustered survey technique at
transport nodes

Carlos J. Vilata (2007)

Fear of crime on public
transport in Mexico City

1478 household consists of
urban dwellers, by means of
personal-in-home interview of
respondents 15years and older.

Natarajan .,et al (2016)

Sexual victimization of college
students in public transport
environment.

Community safety

An invitation to fill online
questionnaire was emailed to
the students in the college.
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vein, public transit in Nigerian cities are poorly
organized and managed especially in relation to
international best practices. The physical
characteristics of bus stops/stations lack measures
such as fencing, lighting, open design and security
hardware that would prevent crime and disorder;
they also lack other state and local council support
services (Harris, 1971).

Observation from the literature shows that scholars
have used different methods of study. They have used
both primary and secondary data sources. They have
also used different statistical techniques, including
both quantitative and qualitative statistical
techniques. Table 1 shows the list of some literature
and the methods of study.

Suggestions from literature and conclusion

The review of findings and recommendations of
Abenoza, et al., (2018); Asiyanbola and Ayeolowo,
(2019); Beetcroft, et al., (2014); Brantingham, et al.,
(2008, 1995, 1993); Ceccato, et al., (2021, 2020,
2014); Cozen, et al., (2004); Loukaitous-sideris, et
al.,, (2020, 2008, 2001); Lynch, et al., (2008);
Natarajan, et al., (2017); Newton, A., (2004);
Odufuwa, (2012, 2011); Olojede, et al., (2017, 2016);
Yavuz, et al.,(2010); and the Greater London
Authority in March 2016, to mention but few call for
an approach to public transport users' safety, in
particular for female gender and the vulnerable, that
goes beyond transport nodes and focuses on a multi-
temporal whole journey perspective, examining
different transit environments, during different hours
of the day, weekdays and seasons. This also involve
the design of harassment-free environments, well-
guarded streets and pedestrian walkways,
strengthening social control and management in
transport nodes and on the way to them (well-lit,
well-maintained routes on the way to or from
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